Student Teaching Phases
The student teaching phases are:

· Observation
· Observation-Participation
· Full-time teaching responsibility.  

The student teacher should work with you and the university supervisor to plan for a gradual assumption of full-time planning. An option can include co-teaching with you in order to provide more assistance; however, the student teacher should be responsible for planning and organizing lessons during full-time teaching. This co-teaching model is encouraged. 
Observation Phase
At the beginning of the placement, the student teacher should observe you and other model teachers to become acquainted with methods, styles, and activities conducted by experienced teachers.  This early period of observation focuses heavily on “looking” and reflecting on what is “seen”.  During this period, and whenever you are teaching, the student teacher should concentrate on observing your handling of subject matter, classroom management, and general response to behavior patterns.  The student teacher should reflect on observations and reactions in journal entries, and discuss observations with you and with colleagues and faculty whenever possible.
Observation - Participation Phase
During the observation-participation period the student teacher should seek to perform various tasks necessary to the operation of the classroom. Suggested areas for observation and subsequent reflection include:

· Activities and behavior patterns of students
· Classroom customs
· Methods of maintaining discipline 
· Teaching processes (methods, strategies)
· Assessment of student learning/needs
· Procedures for accommodating students’ special needs
· Human development and learning
	
The observation-participation period offers an opportunity for the student teacher to gain insight into the teaching-learning process before taking full responsibility for planning and teaching. The student teacher should confer frequently with the cooperating teacher to discuss general and specific classroom problems, concerns, and questions.  A plan should be developed for student teaching activities and recorded for future reference. 

Participation may include the following activities:
· Caring for physical condition of the room
· Passing out papers
· Assisting teacher with extra-class duties
· Assisting in group work
· Assisting with audiovisual equipment
· Locating materials and return them to proper places
· Providing assistance for students who have been absent
· Assisting in evaluation:  papers, products, sociograms, progress charts
· Discovering students’ interests
· Replenishing and rearrange interest centers:  bulletin boards, exhibits, displays, library materials
· Recording information:  take attendance, make seating chart, grade papers, record grades in gradebook, mark report cards
· Working with students during periods before class sessions begin
· Making announcements
· Administering tests
· Preparing teaching materials:  copying materials, charts, graphs, maps, bulletins 
· Creating bulletin boards



The student teacher’s demonstration of willingness, competence, and professional maturity, as well as your willingness to share responsibility, will determine the time to begin assuming teaching and planning responsibilities. It is crucial that the initial period of observation/participation not be too long. Throughout the entire period of participation and student teaching responsibility, you are expected to provide guidance.  While you must be in the room much of the time during this phase to provide guidance and to evaluate the student teacher’s performance, provision should be made to leave the room at least some of the time to allow the student teacher to grow in independence. 

A Planning Template is provided for you and the student teacher to plan and record the student teaching activity schedule.  Click the links below for an example of scheduled activities:

· Suggested Activities for a Fourteen Week Placement

Full-Time Teaching Responsibility
The student teacher should continue observation and participation to become familiar with routine classroom operations prior to assuming full-time teaching responsibility. Full time teaching/co-teaching responsibility should commence when the student teacher has demonstrated his/her ability to perform at an acceptable level when managing the classroom and teaching subject matter.  

· Fourteen Week Placement
	Full-time teaching/co-teaching responsibility involves planning and delivering all daily class work for three to four weeks. 
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