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Graceland University Writing Center
[bookmark: _4qsn5d80bmdt]Tutor Tips
Organization & Flow

[bookmark: _GoBack]Prepared by Writing Tutor Molly Sharp
[bookmark: _rrar1dgps27e]What is organization & flow?
Organization is how a paper is put together. For example, a thesis statement should go towards the beginning of a paper and not near the end. Flow is how the papers sounds when read aloud. Together, both of these help a paper sound more professional and makes it easier to read.
[bookmark: _ogp52fyi6djo]Goals
1. Learn how to organize ideas to make sense in a paper : Using transitions correctly when changing ideas, having a thesis near the beginning and then explaining it, and for more ideas, look at the tutor tips over transitions and outlines. 
2. Recognize when a paper does or doesn’t flow well:  When a paper is read aloud, it should make sense from start to finish. Here is an example of a paragraph that doesn’t flow well.
		“People who had once believed themselves to be God’s chosen people took control of and abused the land they thought had been set aside for them (Wilsey 20). The American style of government was laissez-faire which meant that they had no say in the people’s economic affairs. However, with the expansion of territory came the expansion of government.”
The second sentence of this paragraph does not fit with the other two sentences about expansion of territory. This person might see about finding a different place to put that sentence. Next, let’s look at an example of a paragraph with good flow.
“The more people got involved with the government, the more industry started to explode. The railroad industry nearly tripled in length and crisscrossed the country carrying everything from people to goods from coast to coast. However, after a while there was too much industry for our country to keep selling the same products to the average Joe.”
This paragraph has good flow because it keeps a consistent idea though the whole thing. The idea changes slightly but it does so with a transitional phrase. By doing this, the idea is able to change but it allows the paragraph to continue to make sense. 
[bookmark: _1pw1ma28yzdz]How We Would Help
1. [bookmark: _buwz1tcz7y35]Read the paper together
[bookmark: _n1wwo75b4jtf] We could either read the paper aloud or if you would prefer, we could read it silently and then discuss afterwards. 
2. [bookmark: _p2nityf5kx5q]Specify an area to work on
If you want to focus on organization, we will do that by finding where ideas change and then look into ways to place your thoughts, so that they all make sense.
3. [bookmark: _mc3204lydx9s]Do one final read through
By doing another read through after we have found and corrected the areas that you wanted to work on, it allows you to see if there is anything else that needs fixing.  
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